
CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS
Office of the City Clerk

Meeting of the North Adams City Council
Tuesday, October 11, 2022

7:30 PM

MINUTES

A meeting of the North Adams City Council was held at 7:30 p.m. in Council chambers.

COUNCILORS PRESENT: Councilors Blackmer, Barbeau, Bona, Harpin (virtual), Obasohan,
Oleskiewicz, Sapienza, Shade, and Wilkinson; a quorum was present.

A moment of silence was observed, as was the Pledge of Allegiance.

The President called for the hearing of visitors.

Robert Cardimino, 173 East Quincy Street, didn’t think the telephone poles were accommodating
in having two poles.

Robert Smith, 163 North Street, spoke on 12,174 recognizing the North Adams Police
Department.

The President declared the Public Hearing open.

12,174 A petition granting National Grid permission to erect and maintain a pole
and wires on State Road.

Michael Tatro represented National Grid, stating that they were going to replace a service pole at
966 State Road, and the reason for two poles at once was due to the time it takes for Verizon to
remove the poles.

There was no questions from the public or the council.



12,175 A petition granting National Grid permission to erect and maintain a pole
and wires on Lincoln Street.

Mr. Tatro said they were going to replace a pole next to Big Y, and that they were looking for
permission to do so.

Councilor Shade asked Mr. Tatro if it would impede the sidewalk, and he responded that it would
be under the surface, and only the construction would block the sidewalk.

Councilor Sapienza asked if the construction would result in any temporary loss of service, and
Mr. Tatro said it would only be a momentary loss of service at State Road.

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Shade, it was VOTED by roilcall
to close the Public Hearing. 9 yeas, 0 nays.

The President closed the Public Hearing.

12,174 An order granting National Grid permission to erect and maintain a pole
and wires on State Road.

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Wilkinson, it was VOTED by
rollcall to approve the order. 9 yeas, 0 nays.

12,175 An order granting National Grid permission to erect and maintain a pole
and wires on Lincoln Street.

On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, seconded by Councilor Shade, it was VOTED by roll call
to approve the order. 9 yeas, 0 nays.

12,176 Mayor’s Communication #98 requesting time for Jim Holmes to publicly
recognize members of the North Adams Police Department.

Mr. Holmes gave a speech talking about all the efforts the North Adams Police Department, and
recognized each officer individually.

12,177 An order calling the State General Election for November 8, 2022.

On the motion of Councilor Shade, seconded by Councilor Oleskiewicz, it was VOTED by rollcall
to close the Public Hearing. 9 yeas, 0 nays.

An application submitted by Kelsey St. Pierre to be granted a license to drive a taxicab
for O.T.T. Taxi.



On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, seconded by Councilor Obasohan, it was VOTED by
roilcall to close the Public Hearing. 9 yeas, 0 nays.

An application submitted by Edward Lacosse to be granted a license to drive a taxicab for
O.T.T. Taxi.

On the motion of Councilor Obasohan, seconded by Councilor Wilkinson, it was VOTED by
roilcall to close the Public Hearing. 9 yeas, 0 nays.

Open Forum

Robert Smith, 163 North Street, wanted to bring awareness to a burnt out building in North
Adams, and was hoping to get some answers from the administration.

Robert Cardimino, 173 East Quincy Street, brought up stimulus money, and thought that Mass
MoCA hadn’t been carrying its weight.

The Mayor had no updates.

Councilor’s Concerns

Councilor Shade brought up the schedule for the next IDEA Commission workshop, and the
potential timeline it could take.

Councilor Blackmer acknowledged the Fall Foliage parade and thought it was a great to see
everyone and all the floats.

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Wilkinson, it was VOTED to
close the Public Hearing.


